
Dear friends, 
The Japanese are just about done spending 
their Christmas bonuses. The average 
bonus is good for $7,000 and that gives 
many people headaches: what to spend 
this money on? What do we, as 
missionaries have to offer to these rich 
people? Sometimes we catch ourselves 
thinking that it would be easier if we had to 
offer bread or water wells to relieve their 
suffering. But their needs are deeper: these 
people try to make themselves believe that 
money can fill up the hole of loneliness 
they are experiencing. Commerce happily 
uses this illusion and exploits it by offering 
very expensive robot dogs or cats as 
buddies. Another trend is Buddhists priests 
jumping into this lucrative market and 
offering all-inclusive retreats at temples. 
 
Every day we offer the seeking young 
professionals a listening ear, sometimes a 

home cooked meal, and especially the 
Bread of Life. Let us introduce to you 
somebody regularly sitting at our table. 
Yukie came to a dinner meeting we had 
organized and she brought two friends 
with her. She wanted these women to 
experience the warmth she feels when she 
attends the meetings. That night Yukie was 
quiet as always. Like Martha she helped 
Eline in the kitchen cutting vegetables, but 
she sat down and listened like Maria when 
Geert told his message about the Good 
Shepherd. On Sunday she came to church 
and was clinging on to us. That night of 
the dinner meeting she had experienced 
God’s love in an indescribable way. As 
sober Dutch people we were blown away, 
but most of all touched by how God had 
touched the woman’s heart and He had 
shown her some of the height and depth of 
His love. Yukie explained that her eyes had 
been opened for the wonder of the gospel 

that God’s love does not depend upon her 
actions, but that it is based on grace. Just 
like the Shepherd who lays down his own 
life for the sheep – because He is good. 
Through Yukie’s testimony God confirmed 
our calling once more: ‘The one who calls 
you is faithful and he will do it”(1 Thess. 
5:24). Just before home assignment, with a 
heart filled with gratitude, we look back at 
who else sat down at our table these last 
two years. It was an ever changing, multi-
colored group of people, and we would like 
to introduce just a couple of our new 
friends to you. It will be just a selection, 
but we hope that these nine people whom 
God placed on our path, will give you an 
impression of our evangelism and 
equipping ministry here in Tokyo. 
 
Praying with you for the advancement of 
the Kingdom in Japan, 
Geert, Eline, Thom, Berend and Julie de Boo
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From the west men will
fear the name of the Lord,

and from the rising of the sun,
they will revere his glory.

 [Isaiah 59:19]



 


